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A D VA N C E M E N T  O F  T H E  PRACTICE

 D I R E C T  F R O M  A A S

The American Academy of Sanitar-
ians (AAS) is an organization that 
elevates the standards of the sani-

tarian profession, improves the practice, 
advances professional profi ciency, and pro-
motes the highest levels of ethical conduct 
among its members in every fi eld of envi-
ronmental health.

The primary purpose of AAS is to enhance 
professional recognition. In doing so, its 
aim is to improve the applied sciences that 

encompass environmental health through 
certifi cation and educational initiatives. AAS 
recognizes those sanitarians who excel in 
their chosen vocation and who demonstrate 
exceptional knowledge, skills, and attributes 
as professionals in government, academia, 
the uniformed services, and in industry. 
AAS actively promotes education through 
its professional advancement and its commit-
ment to scholarship and mentoring.

A Bit of History
The Civil War transformed the sanitarian 
movement from the polemic prose of Vic-
torian sages to real vocational efforts dedi-
cated to protecting the public’s health. In 
the decade following the turn of the 20th 
century, several states enacted licensure 
programs for health (aka sanitary) inspec-
tors to ensure competency in the interpre-
tation of environmental and public health 
regulations. Following World War II, the 
sanitarian’s role expanded even further with 
the growth of the economy and global com-
merce. As a profession, we applied new con-
cepts in the environmental sciences to insti-
tutions, industry, and other governmental 
programs tangential to our traditional role of 
community code enforcement. Through our 
work in the regulatory arena and together 
with our collective knowledge, skills, and 
attributes acquired through experience and 
continuing research, our profession became 
known for its expertise in contamination 
and infection control. Employers started 
seeking competency not only through a cre-
dentialing program, but also through the 
demonstration of communication, manage-
ment skills, and academic accomplishment. 
The professional designation of “sanitarian” 
truly came of age by midcentury.

AAS began in November 1956, when the 
Sanitarians Joint Council (SJC) held an orga-
nizational meeting at the American Public 
Health Association (APHA) Convention in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. The professionals 
who made up the SJC were representatives 
from three associations whose membership 
embraced the majority of sanitarians at that 
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time. These organizations were APHA; the 
International Association of Milk, Food, and 
Environmental Sanitarians, later called the 
International Association for Food Protection; 
and the National Association of Sanitarians, 
which became the National Environmental 
Health Association.

The meeting of the SJC resulted in a char-
ter dated November 14, 1956. The original 
charter had five basic objectives:
1. to develop a uniform definition for 

“sanitarian”;
2. to promote the professional status of the 

sanitarian;
3. to develop a Sanitarian Specialty Board;
4. to draft a recommended uniform law for 

the registration of sanitarians; and
5. the development and promotion for the 

educational requirements and other quali-
fications for the sanitarian profession.
In July 1961 the SJC completed the basics 

of the original objectives as well as a plan for 
the certification of sanitarians. The recom-
mendations, known as the “Proposed Model 
Act,” were subsequently accepted by all SJC 
members. It was published in the affiliated 
journals and distributed widely to as many 
political jurisdictions as possible. 

With the completion of the “Proposed Model 
Act,” an updated definition of sanitarian and 
the acceptance of a Sanitarian Specialty Board, 
the council created the American Inter-Society 
Board for the Certification of Sanitarians on 
October 5, 1964. On October 20, 1965, the 
board changed the name of the organization 
to the American Intersociety Academy for the 
Certification of Sanitarians (AIACS) to reflect 
its expanded involvement in the profession. 
The academy was formally incorporated in the 
state of Indiana on March 14, 1966. 

Financial assistance for the newly formed 
academy came from the three founding orga-
nizations that made up the original SJC. Each 
organization gave the academy a $1,000 
interest-free loan that was paid back in a little 
over two years.

The 12 original founding members of the 
newly formed academy board were Harold S. 
Adams, A. Harry Bliss, Emil T. Chanlett, E.E. 
Diddams, B. Russell Franklin, Larry J. Gor-
don, William V. Hickey, William C. Miller, Jr., 
A. Faegin Parrish, Verne C. Reierson, Edwin 
L. Ruppert, and Darold W. Taylor.

The designation of “Diplomate” was 
incorporated into the bylaws for those pro-

fessionals who had at least 12 years experi-
ence as a sanitarian, five of which were in an 
administrative or supervisory position, and 
who met all the other membership require-
ments. In 1975 the AIACS underwent yet 
another name change for simplicity and for 
ease of recognition as a professional group. 
The name “American Academy of Sanitar-
ians” was adopted.

Today’s Association
AAS invites and encourages sanitarians 
with qualities of outstanding competence 
and leadership to become certified as a 
Diplomate. Certification as a Diplomate is 
awarded only after careful scrutiny of the 
applicant by a board of his or her peers. The 
certification process is quite unique. It dif-
ferentiates a professional sanitarian who is 
registered by examination and one who is 
qualified under demanding standards such 
as academic achievement, publication, com-
munity participation and leadership, cre-
dentialing in allied environmental health 
sciences, and demonstration of leadership 
in the workplace. Becoming a Diplomate in 
AAS denotes achievement of a high standard 
of professionalism with marked distinc-
tion, and testifies to a record of accomplish-
ment in the field of environmental health. It 
bestows professional status and gives pres-
tige to the holders of the Diplomate certifi-
cation. Since its inception, over 585 profes-
sional sanitarians were awarded Diplomate 
status in AAS.

In 1999, AAS created the certification of 
a Diplomate Laureate to recognize Diplo-
mates who have demonstrated exceptional 
professional growth, accomplishment, and 
leadership in the sanitarian profession. The 
Laureate must demonstrate longevity in the 
profession in addition to meeting six addi-
tional criteria that include extraordinary 
accomplishments in the field of environ-
mental health and the professional practice 
as a sanitarian. 

The Academy also awards Diplomate 
Emeritus certification to those Diplomates 
who have retired after an exceptional career, 
and the title of Honorary Diplomate is con-
ferred upon those individuals who have 
advanced the sanitarian profession and the 
field of public health but are not sanitarians 
themselves. AAS has eight laureate, 12 emeri-
tus, and five honorary members.

Awards
In 1981 AAS initiated its Davis Calvin Wag-
ner Sanitarian Award. This is an annual award 
to recognize a Diplomate sanitarian who has 
attained a status of distinction as a professional. 
The award is made possible through the devo-
tion and generosity of Assistant Surgeon Gen-
eral (Ret.) Carruth J. Wagner, MD, U.S. Public 
Health Service, in memory of his brother. It 
reflects Dr. Wagner’s respect and admiration 
for the professional sanitarian. To date, 25 Dip-
lomates are recipients of this honor.

In addition to individual recognition, AAS 
is both a participant and cosponsor of the 
Samuel J. Crumbine Award. The Crumbine 
Award, given by the Conference for Food 
Protection, is awarded annually to a local 
environmental health jurisdiction that dem-
onstrates excellence and continual improve-
ment in a comprehensive food protection 
program. The purpose of the award is to 
encourage improvement and stimulate pub-
lic interest in foodservice sanitation. The 
award is named in honor of Dr. Samuel J. 
Crumbine (1862–1954), a sanitarian-phy-
sician and public health pioneer who was 
renowned for his innovative methods of 
improving disease prevention through pub-
lic health initiatives. 

To Learn More
We encourage everyone to visit our Web 
site: www.sanitarians.org. In addition to a 
listing of the professionals awarded the Dip-
lomate status and qualifications for mem-
bership, it also has an archive that contains 
a unique collection of member publications, 
presentations, papers, and videos from not 
only those who created the modern prac-
tice of environmental health, but those who 
continue to revitalize and improve its ser-
vice to mankind. In addition, the site offers 
an extremely valuable scientific vocabulary 
dictionary that provides Latin and Greek 
word roots, as well as a comprehensive and 
fascinating history of the U.S. Public Health 
Service originally published in 1923. 
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